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JULIA WRIGHT MERRILL RETIRES 


Julia Wright Merrill has retired from her post at A. L. A. Doesn’t 
seem possible, does it? One could confidently expect that inexhaust- 
ible energy to go on forever; surely longer than any of the rest of us 
who have worked with her. But somebody counted the years and 
consulted the rules. 


Wisconsin keeps a special niche for Miss Merrill. She was twice 
on the Commission staff, 1903-1906 and again 1917-22. While her 
work included instruction at the Library School, her special contri- 
bution was in the field. Many libraries would point to permanent 
improvements in procedure, in equipment, in outlook, resulting from 
her sound advice. 


Miss Merrill went to A. L. A. in 1925. During the years she has 
been in Wisconsin often, latest at the Green Lake Workshop last 
year. Very frequently we from the state have consulted her. Always 
clear cut and decisive, with a sane judgment based on sure knowl- 
edge of affairs and of human nature, she has been a constant source 
of strength for us. Even more, her optimistic faith in the certainty of 
reasoned progress has often helped to steady the hand on the wheel. 


Others will write of her work as a national leader. Wisconsin gives 
its own special salute to Julia Wright Merrill, and every good wish 
for the years ahead. 
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READING IN WISCONSIN 


Several annual reports of Wisconsin li- 
braries indicate reading trends in 1945: 

Mrs. Robinson, of Cumberland, says 
“the change in reading taste of the pub- 
lic is noticeable, particularly since the 
end of the war. During hostilities most 
people took out ‘escape’ reading, or light 
books of fiction that gave them relief 
from the tension of wartime living. But 
now they want more serious reading.” — 
CUMBERLAND ADVOCATE, Feb. 7. 

“Reading interests of the patrons of 
the Baraboo public library are revealed 
in the annual report presented by Miss 
Anna Stevens, librarian. As always, fic- 
tion leads all other classes in popularity, 
with ‘Earth and high heaven’, by Gweth- 
alyn Graham, in first place among the 
new books of 1945, and ‘The Captain 
from Castile’ by Samuel Shellabarger and 
‘Immortal wife’, by Irving Stone next 
in favor. In non-fiction, history easily 
tops the list, with biography, literature 
and useful arts following in order, and 
travel books fifth in demand. Although 
current interest is turning from most of 
the war books as such, Ernie Pyle’s 
‘Brave men’ is a brilliant exception. 
Books, mainly non-fiction, were borrowed 
to supplement the local collection and to 
meet certain interests and needs of the 
library’s readers. They represent a wide 
variance of subject matter, ranging from 
books on the steel square, amateur tele- 
scope making, experimental optics, arm- 
ature winding, score reading, toy mak- 
ing, speech defects and their correction, 
especially for foreign accents, plumbing, 
fur farming, taxidermy, judging dairy 
cattle, and orchid culture to plays for 
drama reading clubs.”—-BARABOO NEWS- 
REPUBLIC, Jan. 22 

Miss Lamb, Ripon librarian, “reports 
that the current event books pertaining 
to late developments following the close 
of the war, are maintaining their lead in 
popularity. Following a close lead are the 
many recent books pertaining to the 
early history and settlement of states in 
the mid-west, while many of the so-called 
war books have slumped to third place.” 
—RIPoN COMMONWEALTH, Jan. 10. 


CoLFAx (population 992) reports that 
more subject books are read than fiction: 
4,571 non-fiction, 3,725 fiction, 3,650 chil- 
dren’s books. Total, 11,946. 

The people of Wisconsin read about as 
many library books in 1945 as in 1944, 
Reports are about equally divided be- 
tween those showing a slight increase 
and those showing an equally slight de- 
crease. 

Three of the libraries whose reports 
have been received show a marked in- 
crease. 

In BELOIT 112,236 books were borrowed 
as compared with 80,127 in 1944. In 
BLAIR (population 856) 9,862 books in 
1945; 8,420 in 1944. In CHIPPEWA FALLS 
the 1945 circulation was 109,804 com- 
pared with 97,083 in 1944 and 73,445 in 
1943. 

In WoNEWoc (population 793) where 
in 1945 children borrowed 10,600 books 
and adults 14,032, a total of 24,632, 
methods used to encourage good reading 
are set forth in the annual report pre- 
sented by Mrs. May L. Hanzlik, librar- 
ian: 

“This figure is very large for a vil- 
lage of the size of Wonewoc, but a large 
percent of the circulation includes the 
rural territory in all directions. Requests 
come by mail from other towns, at times, 
for some special book. Rural school 
teachers take out boxes of books for 
rural schools, where outside reading 
would be greatly limited. 

“For high school reading, individual 
cards are used and at the end of the 
year students have a record of their 
books read. The record for last year 
showed 2,697 books which included a 
large percent of biographies, travel, his- 
tory, and the sciences and arts. 

“During the school year, exhibits of 
articles, pictures, etc. of foreign coun- 
tries with all the books with stories of 
these countries were shown to the 
grades, and in place of a story hour, 
when a complete story is told the chil- 
dren, bits from books were given—just 
enough to arouse interest and to create 
a desire to read the books. 
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“Besides the selection of books for 
children of the grades and teen age 
group, many books have been selected 
for the pre-school age. Up-to-date par- 
ents are doing much for children before 
they reach school age by reading to 
them and giving them a good back- 
ground before they start school. Teach- 
ers can notice the difference at once 
between a child who has had the advan- 
tages of this home reading and one who 
has not. 
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“For the adults—books have been se- 
lected from the different subjects of 
present day interest, the latest novels, 
new books in home building, newest 
biographies and current world affairs, 
agriculture, home decoration, travel, 
useful arts, entertainment, etc. 

“When special requests are made, 
which we cannot fill, they are referred 
to the State Traveling Library or Uni- 
versity Library.”—WoNEwoc REPORTER, 
Jan. 24. 


W. L. A. OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 1945-1946 


President: Marie W. Barkman, Mead 
Public Library, Sheboygan 

Vice-President: Mrs. Ethel M. Brann, 
Public Library, Lake Geneva 

Secretary: Dorothy Huth, Gilbert M. 
Simmons Library, Kenosha 

Treasurer: Mrs. Orrilla Thompson, Wil- 
liams Free Library, Beaver Dam 

Past President: Edel E. Seebach, Public 
Library, Milwaukee 

A. L. A. Council Representative: Martha 
B. Merrell, Public Library, Racine 


Committees 


Adult Education 
Clara L. Lindsley, Chairman (Wau- 
pun Public Library) 
Elizabeth M. Faber 
Alberta Seiz 


Certification and Civil Service 

Martha B. Merrell, Chairman (Racine 
Public Library) 

Mrs. Jane K. Billings 

Frances Clark 

Dorothea Krause 

Richard E. Krug 

Lucile May 


Library Development Fund 
Cora M. Frantz (Kenosha Public Li- 
brary) 


Membership 
Marion M. Spear, Chairman (Antigo 
Public Library) 
Jane Livingston 
Dorothy F. Siebecker 


Publicity 
Josephine Austin, Chairman (Janes- 
ville Public Library) 
Gertrude Plappert 
Myrl Poland 
Emma Roethel 


Scholarship 
Helen L. Lincoln, Chairman (West Al- 
lis Public Library) 
Dorothy Brue 
Sybil Schuette 


State Centennial 
C. B. Lester, Chairman (Library Com- 
mission, Madison) 
Mrs. Winifred Davis 
Helen Northup 
Edel Seebach 


State-wide Library Service 

Hazel D. Laing, Chairman (Marinette 
Public Library) 

Margie Sornson, Vice-Chairman (Chip- 
pewa Falls Public Library) 

Mrs. Jane K. Billings 

Mrs. Ethel M. Brann 

Mrs. Tom Dakin 

Mrs. H. K. Edgerton 

Allie Freeman 

Doris Pitzer 

Mrs. B. M. Smith 

Mrs. Melvin Romon 


Salaries and Personnel 
Natalie T. Huhn, Chairman (Oshkosh 
Public Library) 
Syble Mason 
Margaret Reynolds 
Rachel K. Schenk 
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Our Coordinator for Wisconsin 

Paul Howard, our A. L. A. public re- 
lations director in Washington, has asked 
each state president to appoint a Coor- 
dinator, who, along with a publicity man- 
ager, the president of the state library 
association, and the director of library 
extension, will form a committee to see 
that the state is fully informed and 
ready to act on important national li- 
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brary bills, surplus property distribu- 
tion, and activities of the A. L. A. Na- 
tional Relations Office. Miss Margie 
Sornson, Librarian of the Chippewa 
Falls Public Library, has been appointed 
Coordinator for Wisconsin. Let’s give her 
our complete support. She has taken on 
a job of the utmost importance to all 
Wisconsin Libraries—W. L. A. NEws 
LETTER. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Eleanor Davis, Editor, "Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Adams. Mrs. Fulton Collipp of the li- 
brary board reports that the library is 
moving into what was formerly the city 
hall. The city has bought OPA furniture 
for the new quarters. 


Appleton. Miss Anna M. Tarr, librar- 
ian at Lawrence College since 1926, will 
retire at the end of the 1945-46 college 
year. 


Ashland. “A series of book talks is 
being presented over the Ashland radio 
station every Monday afternoon at 4:00 
o’clock. The scheduled programs of re- 
views, plays and book chats will be giv- 
en by a group of Ashland critics, and 
will include books of drama, biography, 
travel and several recent novels.”— 
ASHLAND Press, Feb. 9. 


Brandon. “$500 was left to the library 
in trust by Ralph Jones.”—1945 Report. 


Cudahy. “A group of returned veter- 
ans recently formed a basketball team, 
one of the strongest in Milwaukee Coun- 
ty. Did the boys decide to use the ad- 
mission profits for uniforms, for a ban- 
quet, or for a party? Not on your life. 
They announced that all proceeds would 
go to the Memorial Library fund. An- 
other veteran, a police officer in the 
city, received a share in a reward for 
the capture of an escaped man. He could 
have pocketed the money but he con- 
tributed half his share to the library, 
half to the police pension fund. Those 
are just two little items but they prove 


conclusively that the returning veteran 
is much enthused about the Memorial 
Library, the building which will be a 
life-long tribute to the buddies he could 
not bring home from the wars with him.”’ 
—CuUDAHY ENTERPRISE, Jan. 31. 


Durand. Mrs. Basil Jordan has been 
appointed librarian of the public library. 


Fort Atkinson. ‘Tuesday was the an- 
niversary of the fire which swept Dwight 
Foster Library and Museum one year 
ago, and 300 people were on hand to see 
what had been done since that time. 
Everyone who visited the building Tues- 
day exclaimed over the dignified appear- 
ance of the library and museum, The 
books were tastefully displayed and in 
the children’s room a group of career 
stories and a display on good neighbors 
of South America were set up. Jack 
Smith loaned a colorful display of de- 
tailed ship models for the occasion.”— 
Fort ATKINSON News, Jan. 23. 


Madison. University Library. “The 
board of regents today authorized the 
taking of an option for one year on the 
library of the late Chester H. Thordar- 
son, electrical genius and engineer, with 
the purchase price not to exceed $270,- 
000. By acquisition of the library and 
its rare books, the University of Wis- 
consie will ‘move to the front rank 
among those having notable libraries,’ 
Gilbert H. Doane, director of the uni- 
versity library, told the regents. ‘Many 
of the books are unique in that no other 
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copy is known to have survived, and of 
the many, even the greatest library in 
the world, the British Museum, does not 
posess copies, and of even more, no 
copy, other than that in the Thordar- 
son library, is known to be in America,’ 
he said. Thordarson, who came to the 
United States at the age of five from 
Iceland, built his collection around a 
book on physics which his uncle had 
translated from Danish into Icelandic. 
The collection, of 10,000 volumes, was 
built up by Thordarson during 50 years 
while he built up his business in Chicago. 
The plan of the collecting was to acquire 
‘the foundation stones, the key books, 
and the high spots of each major phase 
of the Anglo-Saxon’s faith and knowl- 
edge,’ Doane said. The library includes 
such books as the 1640 edition of 
Shakespeare’s ‘Poems’; Thomas Tusser’s 
‘Five hundred points of good husband- 
rie’; Roger Ascham’s ‘The scholemaster’, 
one of the first important books on edu- 
cation; Thomas Elyet’s ‘The castel of 
health’, a notable medical book; ‘The 
great herbal’, a compendium of botan- 
ical knowledge; and Myles Coverdale’s 
translation of the Bible (1535).”—WIs- 
CONSIN STATE JOURNAL, Madison, Jan. 
19. ’ 


Milwaukee. ‘The first man to hold the 
position of chief cataloger at the Mil- 
waukee public library came to town Fri- 
day to take over his new job. He is Carey 
M. Moore, former chief cataloger of the 
Cossitt library in Memphis, Tenn. He 
succeeds Miss Lillian Carter, retired. 
Moore holds library degrees from Colum- 
bia. He worked in the Library of Con- 
gress and was assistant librarian for 
Cooper Union in New York City for nine 
years before going to Memphis.”—MIL- 
WAUKEE JOURNAL, Feb. 2. 


“William Chait, Brooklyn, N. Y., Mon- 
day become chief of in-service and per- 
sonnel control of the public library. 
Chait, as a civilian, had served as army 
service command librarian for the New 
York, New Jersey and Delaware area. 
He received a master’s degree in library 
science at Columbia. Chait formerly was 
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on the staff of the Brooklyn public li- 

brary.”—MILWAUKEE JOURNAL, Feb. 5. 
“Mrs. Lena D. Hesse left a $25,000 be- 

quest, free of all trust restrictions, to the 

trustees of the public library for the 
purchase of books ‘to inculcate and fur- 
ther the true American democratic spirit. 

That is to say, books of the type written 

by such authors as William Burgess, 

Charles Beard and Henry Breasted,’ Mrs. 

Hesse specified in the will. A major pro- 

portion of books ‘of the reading level of 

high school students’ are to be included. 

The collection is to be named for her 

late husband, Henry D. Hesse, who was 

principal of the Center Street school for 
many years.” — MILWAUKEE JOURNAL, 

Jan. 12. 

“Hobby time is here again! This is the 
fifth season in which the Library will 
stage its Sunday Afternoon Hobby For- 
ums, with E. E. Seebach in charge. There 
will be one every Sunday in February 
and March at 2:30 p. m. in the 2d Floor 
Conference Room. Here are the Febru- 
ary attractions: 

Feb. 3 Breeding and Showing Dogs, by 
Arthur D. Slavin. Film will also be 
shown. 

Feb. 10 Miniature Books—Personal ex- 
periences in collecting, by Dr.- Henry 
Herbatschek. 

Feb. 17 Collecting Mechanical Banks, 
by Clarence Phelps. Film will also be 
shown. 

Feb. 24 Past and Present Phonograph 
Records, by Alderman Fred P Meyers.” 

—MILWAUKEE READER, Feb. 1946 


“A beautiful job of department-store- 
library cooperation is being done by the 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Public Library. 
Column space is paid for by a local de- 
partment store and is run beside the 
store’s seven-column newspaper adver- 
tisement. The column is called ‘Books and 
People’ and is signed ‘George’. Supposed- 
ly ‘George’ is a regular library patron 
but actually he is Chief of Publications 
and Exhibits for the Milwaukee Public 
Library. He writes a breezy, entertaining 
column full of library chitchat about 
books and activities. It’s well worth 
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emulating.”—WILson LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
Feb. 1946 


Muscoda, ‘The Muscoda Free Library 
is in the process of being moved from 
the home of Miss Calista Clark to the 
rooms in the Pickering residence, which 
will be its new home.”—Muscopa Pro- 
GRESSIVE, Jan. 17. 


New London. Mrs. Clifton Fonstad re- 
signed as librarian of the Public Library, 
effective March 1. “Mrs. Fonstad, who 
held the position prior to her marriage, 
again served as librarian here during 
her husband’s service in the navy, cov- 
ering a period of almost two years.”— 
New LONDON PRESS-REPUBLICAN, Jan. 
31, 


Richland Center. “The Public Library 
is planning a ‘Battle of the Intellects’ 
quiz program late in February. We 
would appreciate it if you would send 
in questions of general interest, com- 
plete with answers, addressed to the 
Public Library.”—RICHLAND CENTER RE- 
PUBLICAN-OBSERVER, Feb. 7. 


Sparta. “Mrs. Lillian Parmenter as- 
umed her position as librarian at the 
Sparta library this week, succeeding 
Miss Minnie Knudson, who resigned af- 
ter a long term of service. Mrs. Par- 
menter was assistant librarian serving 


NEW 
A Selected List Edited 


Philosophy 


Shoemaker, Samuel M. How you can 
help other people. 1946. 189p. Dut- 
ton, $1.75. 150 


The responsibility of the Christian minister 
for helping people who are in trouble is em- 
phasized in this book, together with the at- 
titudes and techniques required, The need to 
help people today, Understanding people, Help- 
ing people to keep normal, Helping the physic- 
ally sick, Helping the fearful, Helping the con- 
scientious and self deceived, are some of the 
chapters. . 
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under Miss Knudson for a period of 21 
years.”—La CROSSE TRIBUNE, Jan. 4. 


Sturgeon Bay. “Have you been won- 
dering which of the new books being pub- 
lished will make the most worth while 
and interesting reading? If so, the radio 
program, The Book Buyers’ Guide, at 
10:30 on Monday morning over WLBL 
Stevens Point or WHA Madison will be 
of interest to you. Miss Mary K. Reely 
from the Wisconsin Library Commission 
reviews the books in a most interesting 
and informative manner. If she mentions 
a book you think you would like why not 
ask for it at the library sometime before 
long?”—Door CouNTY ADVOCATE, Jan. 25. 


West Allis. “The West Allis city coun- 
cil went on record approving the expedit- 
ing committee’s recommendation that the 
West Allis Library board proceed with 
plans of Dec. 1945, and when conditions 
are more favorable for construction of 
an addition to the city library that the 
board petition for an appropriation ne- 
cessary to proceed with the addition. In 
its December, 1945, recommendation, the 
library board asked for a $126,000 ap- 
propriation for an addition and remodel- 
ing of the old building constructed in 
1914 to serve a population of less than 
one-fourth of the present population.”— 
West ALLIS STAR, Feb. 7. 


BOOKS 
by Mary Katharine Reely 


Social Science 


Brinton, Crane. The United States and 
Britain. 1945. 305p. Harvard Univ. 
Press, $2.50. 327.73 


After a friendly discussion of the English 
and their ways and a summing up of the ef- 
fects of the war, the author leads up to 
the question of future cooperation within the 
framework of an international organization. 
The proposal for union now is considered but 
rejected in favor of participation in a larger 
unit. Author is a former Rhodes scholar who 
returned to England on special missions dur- 
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ing the war. 
See Booklist 42:158 Ja. 15 ‘46. 


Finer, Herman. Road to reaction. 1945. 
228p. Little, $2. 338.91 


Frederick Hayek’s warning against the dan- 
gers of planned economy in The Road to serf- 
dom (Univ. of Chicago Press, 1944) has called 
forth an impassioned reply from Dr. Finer, for- 
merly a lecturer at the London School of Eco- 
nomics, now visiting professor at Harvard. 


See Booklist 42:104 D. 1 °45. 


Kling, Samuel G. Your legal rights; a 
layman’s handbook of law. 1945. 
336p. (New Home Library) Blakiston, 
69c. 347 


After some general advice on when and how 
to choose a lawyer, with information as to the 
fees usually charged, this book takes up thir- 
teen subjects on which knowledge of legal 
matters may be called for: Marriage and di- 
vorce, Parent and child relationships. Personal 
property, Contracts, Agency, Sales, Insurance, 
Criminal law, Landlord and tenant, Partner- 
ship, Torts, and Wills. Under each of these. 
following a brief introductory summary, the 
question and answer method is followed. 


McCarthy, James Remington. Rings 
through the ages. 1945. 202p. Harper, 
$2.50. 391 


Beginning with the superstitions and the 
jegendary lore that have surrounded finger 
rings since prehistoric times, the author has 
brought together interesting information about 
various types of rings, signet and token rings, 
coronation rings, fraternal rings, ecclesiastical 
and religious rings, down to the modern en- 
gagement and wedding ring. The bibliography 
shows that the material has been gathered from 
seattered sources and the book should prove 
its usefulness in a library. 


Mahoney, John J. For us the living; an 
approach to civic education. 1945. 
344p. Harper, $3. 307 


A book growing out of a course which the 
author has been teaching in the Boston Uni- 
versity School of Education since 1923. At 
first the course was known as Education in 
citizenship; it is now called School and society. 
The author differentiates in the beginning be- 
tween what he has in mind and the school 
subject which goes under the name of Civics. 
The civic education he advocates is much wider 
in scope: “it deals with democracy—its 
strength, its weaknesses, and what the schools 
should do to improve its workings.” 


See Booklist 42:158 Ja. 15 °46, 





WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 





43 


Peterson, Florence.. American labor 
unions, 1945, 338p. Harper, $3. 
331.88 


The reader wishing definite information will 
find here a good non-partisan account of labor 
unions, what they are and how they work. In 
4 parts, covering Growth; Structure and in- 
ternal government; Educational and beneficial 
activities; Unions and employers, followed by 
a glossary or labor terms and a listing of 
unions in each industry. Illustrated with 
graphs and charts. 


See Booklist 42:02 QO. 15, °45. 


Sloan, Laurence H. Post-war savings 
and investments. 1945. 134p. Harper, 
$1.75. 332.6 


Advice to the beginning investor on such 
subjects as common and preferred stocks, bonds 
of various types, real estate and life insurance, 


See Booklist 42:159 Ja. 15, 46 


Science and Useful Arts 


Ransom, Elmer. The woodland book. 
1945. 109p. illus. Howell, Soskin, $3. 
591.5 


A book to please any nature lover. Consists 
of short essays, each accompanied by a draw- 
ing in black and white against a blue back- 
ground, and each devoted to one bird or other 
species of wild life. Seems expensive for a 
small book but is most attractive. 


Wyman, Walker D. The wild horse of 
the west. 1945. 348p. illus. Caxton, 
$3.50. 636.1 


The wild horse herds of the west, descend- 
ants of those early horses brought in by the 
Spaniards, or of other European stock, per- 
sisted until very recent years, when a move- 
ment to exterminate them as nuisances gained 
government approval. The author, a professor 
in River Falls State Teachers college, gives 
this fascinating account of their origin and 
the part they have played in western history, 
with spirited illustrations by Harold Bryant. 
Published early in the fall, has been out of 
stock until recently. 


Fine Arts 


Perry, Raymond W. Blackboard illustra- 
tion. 1945. 48p. illus. Manual Arts, $1. 
741 


Effective use of the blackboard as an ad- 
junct to shop talks in manual arts classes is 
presented in a series of illustrated lessons. 
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Rooks, Cecil F. Light horses. 1946. 159p. 
illus. Ziff-Davis, $2. 798 or 636.1 


A manual on the care and training of horses 
for driving and saddle use. The many and ex- 
cellent illustrations will attract any horse lov- 
er. Author was born on a Colorado ranch, has 
worked as a 4-H Club agent and has had 
various types of farm and administrative ex- 
perience. 


Literature 
d’Usseau, Arnaud and Gow, James. 
Deep are the roots. 1946. 205p. 
Scribner. $2.50. 812 or 822 


A play built around the problem of the negro 
soldier returning to his home in the deep south. 
States the problem without attempting a so- 
lution; will arouse discussion. 


Horan, Kenneth. Papa went to Congress. 
1946. 206p. illus. Doubleday, $2. 
818 or 828 


The author confesses to have telescoped two 
decades into one in this book of family mem- 
oirs by introducing herself and her sister 
into the story before they were born. This 
possibly makes the book fiction, but whatever 
it is called it is light entertainment, reviving 
up memories of the days when Grover Cleve- 
land was serving his first term as president 
and Rural Free Delivery was a lively political 
issue. 


See Booklist 42 :181 F. 1 '46. 


Poteat, Edwin McNeill. Over the sea, the 


sky. 1945. 70p. Harper, $1.50. 
811 or 821 


A book of poems, strongly religious in char- 
acter, by the president of Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity School. A. number have appeared in 
Christian Century and the appeal is much like 
that of Grace Noll Crowell. 


Wordsworth, William. A Wordsworth 
anthology; selected with an introduc- 
tion by Laurence Housman. 1946. 
151p. Scribner, $2. 811 or 821 


After reading the critical introductoin, which 
appeared first as an article in the Atlantic, 
the reader familiar with Wordsworth will turn 
with much interest to the poems to discover 
what Mr. Housman has considered worthy to 
survive. For others, ‘the brief selection may 
encourage further reading. . 
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History and Travel 


Burpee, Lawrence J. The discovery of 
Canada. c1944. 280p. Macmillan, $3. 
971 


Beginning with Leif Ericson, John Cabot 
and Jacques Cartier, the author continues the 
story of Canadian’ discovery through the west- 
ern travels of men like Fraser, Mackenzie and 
Hearne, who completed the exploration of the 
northern half of the continent to the Pacific 
and the Arctic. Well told, quoting original 
sources wherever possible; could be used with 
young people, but will interest any reader with 
a taste for history. 


Gatti, Attilio. South of the Sahara. 
1945. 266p. illus. McBride, $3. 916.7 


From several separate expeditions into the 
region south of the Sahara, the author has 
chosen episodes, either for their adventure in- 
terest or for the light they throw on native 
customs and ways of thought. A map shows 
the location of each episode and there are 
many good photographic illustrations. 


See Booklist 42:163 Ja. 15 ’45. 


Goodman, Jack, ed. While you were 
gone. 1946. 625p. Simon & S., $3.50. 
917.3 


A book written for returning service men 
to tell them what was happening at home 
while they were gone. It is doubtful if many 
such men will take the time to read the book 
but there may be others, interested in social 
trends, who will find it of value. Chapters 
worth calling to the attention of special groups 
are: What happened to the younger people, 
by Anna M. W. Wolfe and Irma S. Black; 
What we did about racial minorities, by Carey 
McWilliams ; What happened in agriculture, by 
Russell Lord; Women in the war, by Margaret 
Mead; while the entire section on What we 
saw, read and heard, will be of general interest. 


Strong, Anna Louise. I saw the new 
Poland. 1946. 272p. Little, $2.50. 
914.38 or 940.53 
The author, who visited Poland in 1944, and 
again in 1945, turns in a report favorable to 
the present government set up under Russian 
patronage. 


See Booklist 42 :182 F. 1 '46, 


Winter, Ella. I saw the Russian people. 
1945. 309p. Little, $3. 914.7 
A friendly report on what the author saw 
and learned in conversations with people in 
Russia in 1944. Special emphasis is on the edu- 
cation of children and on changes since pre- 
vious visits in the 1930's. 
See Booklist 42:127 D. 15 ’°45. 
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Augur, Helen. Passage to glory; John 
Ledyard’s America. 1946. 310p. 
Doubleday, $3. 921 


John Ledyard was the young American who 
is credited with having aroused Thomas Jef- 
ferson’s interest in western America by his 
accounts of the Pacific northwest, which he 
had visited as a member of Captain Cook’s 
third expedition. The author has here brought 
together all that is known of his early life 
and later journeyings, which took him nearly 
across Siberia and into Africa, where he met 
his death. Ile never realized his dream of 
returning to the northwest to set up a fort, 
or of making a journey of exploration across 
the continent; that was left to Lewis and 
Clark. A good book to call to the attention of 
high school boys. 


Bourke, Vernon J. Augustine’s quest of 
wisdom. 1945. 3238p. Bruce, $3. 
921 or 189 


Although the appearance of this book, with 
its many footnotes, is somewhat “scholarly,” it 
proves to be most agreeably written and easy 
to read. Any one interested in knowing more 
of Augustine as a person and of his teachings 
should find it a satisfactory volume. Author 
is an associate professor of philosophy in St. 
Louis University. 


Brown, Hilton. Rudyard Kipling. 19465. 
237p. illus. Harper, $3. 921 


This critical re-evaluation of Rudyard Kip- 
ling is addressed to the reader already familiar 
with his work. The author assumes such a 
background and goes on to consider some of 
the problems in criticism involved, such as 
the change that came over Kipling’s writing 





after the turn of the century, the influence 
of his American residence, the r ns for his 
decline in popularity, and the comparative 


values of his later and earlier works. 


Bulosan, Carlos. America is in the heart. 
1946. 326p. Harcourt, $3. 921 


Autobiography of a Filipino boy who, after 
aun impoverished childhood, came to America 
to better himself. In the salmon fisheries of 
Alaska and as a migratory worker up and 
down the coast, he found conditions that were 
much worse than anything experienced in his 
home land, but, in spite of the degredation, 
something in him keeps alive his ambition and 
hope, finally rewarded in the acceptance of his 
stories for publication. With its revelation of 
shocking conditions is a social document of 
some importance. 
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Hinkley, Laura L. Charlotte and Emily. 
1945. 376p. Hastings House, $3.50. 
921 


There will always be readers for a new bodk 
about the Brontes. This one will not disappoint 
them, although it adds little that is new. 
Rather it subtracts, for the author is at pains 
to deflate some of the rumors and legends ac- 
cepted by other biographers. There is some 
change of emphasis too, as in the author's in- 
sistence on the “happy and fortunate” child- 
hood of this gifted family. 


Meredith, Roy. Mr. Lincoln’s camera 
man: Mathew B. Brady. 1946. 368p. 
illus. Scribner, $7.50. 921 


Even in this day of superb photography, the 
pictures reproduced in this book are impressive. 
Mathew Brady was a popular New York photog- 
rapher with some 20 years’ experience behind 
him when, on Feb. 27, 1860, he made his first 
portrait of Abraham Lincoln. Later Lincoln 
said, “Brady and the Cooper Union speech 
made me president.” In addition to the por- 
traits of Lincoln, there are many others of 
famous men and women of the times, together 
with many Civil war pictures which for real- 
ism equal those of today. In text as well as 
illustrations is an addition to Lincoln and Civil 
war bibliography. 


Moore, Joseph. A. Famous leaders of 
industry. 5th ser. 1945. 323p. illus. 
L. C. Page, $2.75. 920 


Walt Disney for motion pictures, Nelson 
Doubleday for publishing, Donald W. Douglas 
tor the airplane industry, William Green for 
Labor leadership, Henry J. Kaiser for ship- 
building, are among the 22 representatives of 
American industry presented in this 5th series 
of Leaders. 


See Booklist 42:164 Ja. 15 °46. 


Webster, Samuel Charles, ed. Mark 
Twain, business man. 1946, 409p. il- 
lus. Little, $4. 921 


Setting out to edit the correspondence bear- 
ing on his father’s association with Mark Twain 
in the publisaing business, Mr. Webster came 
upon much hitherto unpublished material 
throwing light on the Clemens family. These 
family letters, together with first-hand child- 
hood reminiscences from the editor’s mother, 
who was Mark Twain’s niece, are a genuine 
contribution in themselves, while the record 
of the publishing company shows up that ven- 
ture, with its final ending in bankruptcy, in a 
quite different light. The correspondence, with 
the author’s often witty comments, appeared 
in part in the Atlantic, in 1944. 
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Fiction 


Donovan, Frank P. jr. and Henry, Rob- 
ert S., eds. Headlights and markers. 
1946. 406p. Creative Age Press, $2.75. 


To the other books about railroading pub- 
lished in recent mehths may be added this 
collection of railroad stories. The stories go 
back in date of writing to the 1880's and in 
time of action to the Civil: war, with two 
stories of the present war-time to bring the 
collection to an end, Frank H. Spearman, Har- 
old Titus, Marquis James, Frank L. Packard, 
€y Warman and Jesse Stuart are among the 
authors; the book is one men and boys are 
sure to enjoy. 


Foley, Martha, ed. The best American 
short stories, 1945. 397p. Houghton, 
$2.75. ' 


Warren Beck, Louis Bromfield, Emily Hahn, 
Josephine Johnson, Robert Penn Warren and 
Jesamyn West are among the more familiar 
names represented in the 1945 annual selec- 
tion. Harper’s Bazaar and the New Yorker lead 
other magazines in the number of stories print- 
ed. . 


See Booklist 42:128 D. 15 '45. 


Howard, Elizabeth Metzger. Before the 
sun goes down. 1946. 3878p. Double- 
day, $2.75. 


Winner of the Doubleday-Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer prize, this novel has its setting in a 
town in Pennsylvania, back in the 1880's. The 
story has many characters, with no integrated 
plot. Social conditions on the two sides of the 
river are contrasted, with much stress on the 
effects of environment on the children. Such 
unity as the book hag is provided by the char- 
acter of the country doctor who mingles with 
rich and poor alike. Crude in style; outspoken 
in language. 


Johnson, Josephine W. Wildwood. 1946. 
162p. Harper, $2. 


In a moment of sentiment Matthew and Va- 
lerie Pierre, living alone in their great house, 
Wildwood, have offered to take in the orphaned 
child of a distant cousin and bring her up as 
their own. They are’ vague as to her age and, 
expecting a little girl, are quite unprepared 
for the awkward adolescent of thirteen who 
appears. With no understanding of her needs, 
they give her material comforts and the lonely 
grandeur of the house and its beautiful 
grounds, and that is all. The purpose of the 
story, to show that a child’s spirit withers 
without love and appreciation as a plant does, 
denied -water and sunlight, is effectively 
achieved; the book is beautifully written— 
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but the reader will long for even one ray from 
the sun. 


Loewenstein, Hubertus, prince zu. The 
lance of Longinus. 1946. 166p. Mac- 
millan, $2. 


‘ Another Biblical narrative by the author of 
The Child and the emperor (BULLETIN), July 
°45) telling the story of the Roman centurion 
who on Golgotha was moved to exclaim, “This 
is indeed the Son of God.” Deeply reverent and 
written out of a rich background of Roman 
custom. 


Niggli, Josephine. Mexican village. 1945. 
491p. illus. Univ. of North Carolina 
Press, $3. 


An authentic picture of life in a Mexican 
village told in ten stories in which most of 
the villagers appear, but the emphasis in each 
is on some one of them, presenting finally a 
well-rounded picture. Has drama and charm. 


See Booklist 42:56 O. 15 ’45. 


O’Donnell, Mary King. Those other peo- 
ple. 1946. 343p. Houghton, $2.50. 


With its setting in the old French quarter 
of New Orleans, this novel carries on the lives 
of many characters. Told in short episodes, 
has no one dominating theme, but the scenes 
are vivid, the characters become real people, 
and the reader is left with a sense of knowing 
an entire cammunity. Will appeal to the dis- 
criminating. 


Seton, Anya. The turquoise. 1946. 378p. 
Houghton, $2.50. 


Romantic tale of a girl born of Scotch and 
Spanish parentage in the city of Santa Fe, and 
named for the city. Left an orphan, she is 
brought up by poor Mexican peons; makes her 
way to New York; is deserted by the wander- 
ing medicine man she has married; through a 
second marriage attains wealth and position 


- in society. With the ending of this glamorous 


phase she returns to the city of her birth to 
devote her life to the poor and outcast. Melo- 
dramatic and improbable but may be popular. 


See Bookiist 42: 166 Ja. 1 ’46. 


Sinclair, Jo. Wasteland. 1946. 321p. Har- 
per, $2.50. 


This new Harper prize novel is one long 
psychoanalytic analysis. On the advice of his 
sister, Jake Brown, whose family name had 
originally been Braunowitz, undergoes analysis 
in the hope of clearing up both mental con- 
fusions and physical ills. The seat of his 
trouble, it appears, is shame for the members 
of his family, not primarily for their Jewish- 
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ness, but for personal characteristics he ‘finds 
offerisive. Race prejudice or persecution from 
outside the family does not enter in, There 
is no dominant love interest and no humor, 
Appeal may possibly be limited. 


Spencer, Frances H., ed. An American 
family album. 1946. 322p. Harper, 
$1.60. 


Although made up to look something like 
a text book, with questions and suggestions for 
further reading at the énd of each chapter, 
this book provides a collection of stories of 
American family life which make entertaining 
reading in themselves, and the book will be a 
good one to have on hand to meet special re- 
quests, Stephen Vincent Benet, Sinclair Lewis, 
Ruth Suckow, Dorothy Canfield Fisher, are 
among the authors, : 


Vance, Ethel, pseud. Winter meeting. 
1946. 255p. Little, $2.50. 


Under her own name, Grace Zaring Stone, 
the author has published novels of somewhat 
philosophical nature, like The bitter tea of 
General Yen. The pseudonym by which she is 
now better known has been used for her war- 
time stories. This new book, although it deals 
with a wartime situation, is more closely re- 
lated to the earlier works. A young woman 
of social position and cultural background 
meets a war hero who is being temporarily 
lionized by New York society; takes him away 
with her to a small cottage she owns in New 
England, and in the course of the brief affair, 
learns his true secret, that his real desire is 
to be a priest. Without herself sharing his 
faith, she restores his belief in his vocation 
and sends him away from her. For sophisti- 
cated readers, 


Waugh, Evelyn. Brideshead revisited. 
1946. 351p. Little, $2.50. 


This book has much in common with the 
recent novels of Aldous Huxley in its combina- 
tion of extreme sophistication and ‘religion, 
The story is tod by Captain Charles Ryder, 
who in the course of troop movements, finds 
himself stationed at Brideshead, the great 
house with which he had had associations in 
his boyhood. In memory he turns back to those 
days, bringing to life the various members of 
a charming, eccentric family. Traditionally 
Catholic, three of the family’s members have 
departed from the faith, but in the end all 
have returned, Contains good writing, especially 
in its earlier chapters. With its extreme frank- 
ness may not be acceptable in all libraries. 


Children’s Books 


Ageton, Arthur A. Mary Jo and Little 
Liu. 1945. 52p. illus. Whittlesey 
House, $1.75. 
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Stories of the friendship between a little 
American girl and a Chinese boy, based on real 
incidents which happened during a residence 
in China. For about 2d-3d grades. 


See Booklist 42 :185 F. 1 '46, 


Andersen, Hans Christian. Fairy tales; 
illus. by Tasha Tudor. 1945. 273p. 
illus. Oxford, $3.50. 398 | 


28 stories selected by the illustrdtor accom- 
panied by 10 full-page pictures in the delicate 
colors characteristic of this artist. Well bound, 
but the small print makes it a book for the 
story teller’s collection rather than for the 
children’s reading. 


See Booklist 42:170 Ja. 15 °46. 


Collin, Hedvig. Wind island. 1946. 96p. 
illus. Viking, $2. 


Life on a small island off the coast of Den- 
mark is charmingly aescribed and pictured by 
the author-illustrator. The three children in 
the story range from two and a half to nine 
and the book will be enjoyed by children 
around the age of Kristian, the eldest. 


See Booklist 42 :169 Ja. 15 °46. 


Hader, Berta and Elmer. Rainbow’s end. 
1945. 168p. Macmillan, $2. 


After 40 years at sea Toby Tubbs, ship’s car- 
penter, has just begun to think it is time for 
him to retire, when a shipwreck conveniently 
lands him with his cat, Blackie, in Rainbow 
Cove. A believer in luck, Toby decides that this 
is the place for him to settle. What follows 
is an account of friendly neighborly adventures 
in which children and animals play the leading 
parts. Attractive make-up and pleasing illustra- 
tions. 


See Booklist 42:185 F. 1 °46. 


Holberg, Ruth Langland. The wonderful 
voyage. 1945. 208p. illus. Doubleday, 


$2. 


The wonderful voyage for Jay and Randy be- 
yan when their father decided to take them 
and their mother on one of his whaling trips 
around the Horn, The voyage lasts for three 
years, in the course of which Randy, who has 
been something of a crybaby to begin with, 
develops courage and resourcefulness, 


See Booklist 42:185 F. 1 °46. 


Howell, Virginia. Who likes the dark? 
1945. [40p.] illus. Howell, Soskin, 
bds., $1.50. 

To be read aloud at bedtime to accustom the 


child to the dark, its quiet beauty and sooth- 
ing sounds. For the Parents’ Shelf. 
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Jordan, Nina R. Mother Goose handi- 
craft. 1945. 149p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 
680 


Directions for making Mother Goose figures 
from paper and cardboard with the aid of scis- 
sors and paste. 


Olds, Elizabeth. The: big fire. 
[28p.] illus. Houghton, $2. 
Small boys around 6-8 will delight in these 


vividly-colored pictures of a big city fire with 
all the fire equipment in action. 


1945. 


See Booklist 42:80 N, 1 °45. 
For Young People 


Davis, Robert. Gid Granger. 1945. 179p. 
illus. Holiday House, $2. 


This story of a 16-year-old Vermont boy who 
takes over the farm when his brother goes to 
war has genuine rural atmosphere, with 4-H 
Club and other community activities entering 
in. By the author of Hudson Bay express. Was 
the January Junior Guild book for older boys. 


See Booklist 42:169 Ja. 15 °46. 


Mathiews, Franklin K., ed. Stories boys 
like best. 1945. 211p. illus. Appleton, 
$2.50. 


Airplane stories predominate in this year’s 
volume of Boy Scouts year book. The Booklist 
says the stories “may be useful with slow or 
indifferent readers because they are short, fast- 
paced and more or less written to formula.”’ 


See Beoklist 42:151 Ja. 1 '46. 


Newcomb, Covelle. Larger than the sky. 
1945. 2183p. Longmans, $2.50. 921 


In these days when we talk much of racial 
and religious tolerance this life of Cardinal 
Gibbons, who lived and practiced both, has a 
special timeliness. He was also a friend of 
Labor, in the days when Labor needed a friend. 
Scme older readers may enjoy the book which 
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is somewhat fictionized with touches of humor 
that suggest Father Smith of the recent novel. 


See Booklist 42:152 Ja. 1 46. 


Muggah, Mary Gates and Raihle, Paul 
H. Meet your neighbor. 1945. 177p. 
Chippewa Falls Book Agency, $2. 

977.5 


The authors of Forty-seven Wisconsin stories 
(BULLETIN, Nov. ’44) have added in this new 
volume some 50 sketches of similar character. 
Some, such as the Explorer (Marquette), the 
Milk tester (Babcock), the Sculptress (Mary 
Farnsworth Mears), are well known; others 
may be less familiar. Fred L. Holmes, author 
of Old World Wisconsin, is one of the present- 
day figures included. Like the previous book, 
will be welcomed in libraries as an addition 
to Wisconsin material. Juvenile or Adult. 


Rush, William Marshall. Yellowstone 
Scout. 1945. 184p. Longmans, $2. 


Yellowstone Park back in those early days of 
the 1890’s was a convenient hide-out for out- 
laws. With only two scouts to patrol the vast 
area, it was easy enough to evade the law. 
Game is being slaughtered; illicit mining op- 
erations are carried on. At the same time east- 
ern capital sees opportunities for exploitation. 
This is the situation faced by young Kean Con- 
rad in a story filled with action and excitement. 


Alta Halverson. Galewood 
1945. 212p. Westminster 


Seymour, 
crossing. 
Press, $2. 


Pioneer days in Wisconsin are pictured in 
this story of an Ohio family who move into the 
new territory just as land is being opened up 
to settlement. Lively and resourceful Tildy, 
somewhere around 14 years old, is a heroine 
to please girls of the same age. There are ad- 
ventures aplenty with Indians, hostile and 
friendly; a rivalry for a mill site is settled 
amicably ; a school is started, and Tildy sees 
ahead her dream of going to college coming 
true. 


See Booklist 42 :152 D. 1 °45. 


NEW MAGAZINE FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


With the March, 1946, issue, Vol. I, No. 1 of Uncle Ray’s Magazine makes its ap- 
pearance. Uncle Ray’s column, now syndicated in some 100 newspapers throughout 
the country is well known. The new magazine is in effect an expanded column, 
made up of articles of popular scientific, geographical and historical interest. Printed 
on “slick” paper with a bright cover which will attract attention on news stands 
and serve to distract, it is to be hoped, from the comics. In libraries should be 
popular with both boys and girls of 5th grade and up. Subscription price is $2.00 
per year (12 monthly issues) ; or $5.00 for three years. Address Uncle Ray’s Maga- 


zine, 111 King Street, Madison 3, Wis. 








